TROY CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
May 19, 2022
7:30 P.M.
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Presentation of Agenda
Public Forum*
ORDINANCES
22. Ordinance Amending Chapter 251 Of Troy City Code (Council President Mantello, (Council
Member Steele) ) Pending Finance Approval
23. Ordinance Amending The 2022 General Fund Budget And Accepting Additional Grant
Funds From The Troy Capital Resource Corporation For The 2022 Neighborhood Improvement
Program (Council President Mantello)
Pending Finance Approval
RESOLUTIONS
65. Resolution Appointing Todd Jojo To The Board Of Assessment Review Of The City Of Troy
(Council President Mantello)
Pending Finance Approval
66. Resolution In Support Of A Home Rule Message Requesting The State Of New York To
Enact Senate Bill S.8818 And Assembly Bill A.9893 Permitting The Oakwood Community
Center To File An Application For A Retroactive Real Property Tax Exemption
For The 2021 And 2022 Assessment Rolls (Council Member Ashe-McPherson) (At The Request
Of The Administration)
Pending Finance Approval
*PUBLIC FORUM
The City Council will be conducting this meeting both hybrid and in-person and the meeting
will be live-streamed on the City Council’s YouTube channel.
Troy residents who wish to comment through the Hybrid option during the public forum at the
beginning of the meeting must have the ability to join the Zoom meeting via computer or phone
and will be required to pre-register for the meeting. The link to register for the meeting will be
posted at least 24 hours before the meeting on the Council Agenda and Minutes page. You must
register for the meeting by 3 pm on the day of the meeting. Per Council rules, residents
have 4 minutes to speak at the Special Meeting public forum. Comments must be regarding
agenda items. There is a second public forum where residents have 3 minutes to speak at the end
of the meeting for city government issues
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Per the City Council, written comments will not be read aloud at this meeting but will be added
to the meeting minutes. Written comments to be added to the meeting minutes should be sent
to maria.debonis@troyny.gov and must be received by 3 pm on the day of the meeting. You
must include your full name and residential address, as required by Council rules. Written
comments received after 3 pm shall be treated as correspondence and forwarded to the Council
for their review.
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ORD22

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 251 OF
TROY CITY CODE
______________________________________________________________________________
The City of Troy, in City Council convened, ordains as follows:
Section 1.
The purpose of this Ordinance is to amend Section 251-7 of Chapter 251 of the
Troy City Code.
Section 2.

Section 251-7 is amended as follows:

§ 251-7. Playing ball in streets.
No person shall play ball in any of the streets of the City so as to unduly or unsafely obstruct or
impede the free flow of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
Section 3.
The City Council hereby enacts the foregoing amendment to Chapter 251 of the
Troy City Code, and authorizes the codification of Section 251-7, with the addition of the
underlined words, all as delineated in Section 2 of this Ordinance.
Section 4.

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.

Approved as to Form, ______________________, 2022
_____________________________________________
Richard T. Morrissey, Corporation Counsel

Memo in Support From Council President Mantello
Ordinance #22
This is an amendment to the current code Section 251-7 and is common sense legislation amending an
archaic law in the City’s code which states “No person shall play ball in any of the streets of the City”.
Following a recent neighborhood issue where a resident who was upset regarding local children playing
ball in the street contacted code enforcement, the code enforcement officer mentioned that he was
issuing a citation to the homeowner of the basketball hoop in front of the owner’s home and referenced
this section of the city code.
Initially, the sponsor proposed a complete repeal of the law but after conversations with the
Corporation Counsel and Troy Police, it was expressed even though rarely used by law enforcement and
code officials, The sponsor decided to add language “only if a person unduly or unsafely obstructs the
free flow of vehicular and pedestrian traffic law enforcement will have that option if needed”.
We are all working so hard to keep our youth active and away from gang activity, yet we have a local law
on the books discouraging our youth from everyday activities like playing ball on our streets.
This commonsense amendment to this archaic law is a no brainer and it is incumbent upon us to
continue encouraging and working with our youth to enjoy our neighborhoods and have fun.
Carmella R. Mantello
City Council President
City of Troy

ORD22

CORPORATION COUNSEL’S MEMORANDUM
The purpose of this Ordinance is to amend Section 251-7 of Chapter 251 of the Troy City Code.
The current Section 251-7 bans all ball playing in all City streets. The amended version makes it
clear that ball players must yield to pedestrians and cars using the right of way. But playing ball
in the street – if it can be done safely without undue obstruction - would no longer be illegal by
itself under the City Code.
The Council should be aware that there is a trade-off if the amendment is enacted. The legal
value of the current unamended Ordinance is that it creates a negligence per se situation if a
person is injured while playing ball in the street. Such contributory negligence can have the
effect of reducing a plaintiff’s damages in a lawsuit, or of being a superseding cause of the
injury.

ORD23
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2022 GENERAL FUND BUDGET AND ACCEPTING
ADDITIONAL GRANT FUNDS FROM THE TROY CAPITAL RESOURCE
CORPORATION FOR THE 2022 NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
The City of Troy, convened in City Council, ordains as follows:
Section 1.

The City of Troy, New York hereby accepts grant funding from the Troy Capital
Resource Corporation for the purpose of the 2022 Neighborhood Improvement
Program.

Section 2.

The City of Troy 2022 budget is herein amended as set forth in Schedule A
entitled:
2022 Budget Amendment(s) – CRC Funding 2
which is attached hereto and made a part hereof

Section 3.

This Ordinance will take effect immediately.

Approved as to form, ________________________

Richard T. Morrissey, Corporation Counsel

Schedule A

ORD23

2022 Budget Amendment(s) – CRC Funding 2
Department

Account No.

Description

Original
Budget*

Change
(+/-)

10,000.00

800.00

10,800.00

20,000.00

800.00

20,800.00

Revised
Budget

Revenues
Miscellaneous

A.1000.2705.0091.0000

Gifts & Donations - Capital Resource Corporation
Expenditures

City Council

A.1010.0404.0094.0000
Net Impact On General Fund

* Or as previously amended

Neighborhood Improvements

0.00

RES65
RESOLUTION APPOINTING TODD JOJO TO
THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW OF THE CITY OF TROY

WHEREAS, Todd Jojo, residing at 48 Parkview Court, Troy, New York, desires to serve the
City of Troy and its property owners as a member of the Board of Assessment Review and
possesses the credentials to serve with competence, diligence, and dedication; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Jojo will fill the unexpired term of Karen Barrett, and it is the sense of this
Legislative Body that Todd Jojo should be appointed to fill this vacancy.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Todd Jojo is hereby appointed to the Board of
Assessment Review pursuant to Section 523 of the Real Property Tax Law to serve the
unexpired term of Karen Barrett, commencing immediately and expiring on September 30, 2022.
Approved as to form, ___________________ , 2022
__________________________________________
Richard T. Morrissey, Corporation Counsel

RES65

RES66

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A HOME RULE MESSAGE REQUESTING THE
STATE OF NEW YORK TO ENACT SENATE BILL S.8818 AND ASSEMBLY BILL
A.9893 PERMITTING THE OAKWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER TO FILE AN
APPLICATION FOR A RETROACTIVE REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
FOR THE 2021 AND 2022 ASSESSMENT ROLLS
______________________________________________________________________________
WHEREAS, the Oakwood Community Center, Inc. (“OCC”), is a charitable not-for-profit
corporation which owns and operates a community center in a former church located at 313
Tenth Street (a/k/a 305 Tenth Street) in Troy, more particularly identified by Tax Map Parcel
No. 101.31-2-3; and
WHEREAS, OCC acquired the parcel on or about May 25, 2021, after the March 1 taxable
status date, and thus became liable for the payment of real property taxes; and
WHEREAS, OCC charitably provides space for various religious services and community
events, a food pantry, free or low-cost meeting and event space for neighbors and small groups,
and supports individuals who want to develop programming targeted to the neighborhood; and
WHEREAS, OCC has met all of the criteria to receive a real property tax exemption pursuant to
RPTL § 420-a and was granted an exemption by the City Assessor on March 28, 2022, for future
taxes; and
WHEREAS, New York State Senate Bill S.8818 and Assembly Bill A.9893 will permit OCC to
apply for a retroactive exemption from the taxes assessed against its real property for 2021 and
2022; and
WHEREAS, Senate Bill S. 8818 and Assembly Bill A.9893 further provide that, if an
application by OCC for retroactive tax exemption is approved, the City Assessor may, upon
approval by the City of Troy City Council, grant exemption from all property taxation and make
appropriate corrections to the subject rolls, and the governing body or tax department may, in its
sole discretion, provide for the refund of any taxes paid and cancel any taxes, fines, penalties,
interest, or tax liens remaining unpaid.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Troy City Council hereby supports Senate
Bill S.8818 and Assembly Bill A.9893, and urges their enactment into law; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the bills become law and an application by OCC for
retroactive tax exemption is approved by the Assessor, the Troy City Council hereby authorizes
the Assessor to grant the retroactive exemption from property taxation and make appropriate
corrections to the subject rolls, and further authorizes the City Comptroller, in his sole discretion,
to refund any taxes paid by OCC and to cancel any taxes, fines, penalties, interest, or tax liens
remaining unpaid; and

RES66

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to forward originally
certified copies of this Resolution and the Home Rule Request form to Governor Kathy Hochul;
to the Majority Leader of the New York State Senate Andrea Stewart-Cousins; to the Speaker of
the New York State Assembly Carl E. Heastie; to the Minority Leaders of the New York State
Senate and the New York State Assembly; and to Assembly Member John McDonald and to
Senator Neil Breslin of the New York State Legislature.
Approved as to form, ____________________, 2022

______________________________________
Richard T. Morrissey, Corporation Counsel

RES66

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
The Administration has requested the state legislature to enact Senate Bill S.8818 and the
identical Assembly Bill A.9893 to allow Oakwood Community Center, Inc. (“OCC”), a
charitable not-for-profit corporation located in the former church at Hoosick and Tenth Street, to
apply for a retroactive property tax exemption for 2021 and 2022. OCC acquired the former
church property on or about May 25, 2021, after the March 1 taxable status date which is the last
day for filing an application for exemption. OCC does charitable work. It’s community center
provides space for various religious services and community events in the Hillside North
neighborhood. On March 28, 2022, the City Assessor granted a real property tax exemption
pursuant to RPTL § 420-a for future taxes. The Home Rule message supports the requested
legislation and authorizes the City Assessor to grant the retroactive exemption upon approval of
an application made by OCC. It also authorizes the City Comptroller, in his sole discretion, to
refund any taxes paid by OCC and to cancel any taxes, fines, penalties, interest, or tax liens
remaining unpaid. The resolution reserves the Comptroller’s discretion in case, for example, of
relevied water charges or if some taxes are no longer refundable.

RES66

STATE OF NEW YORK

________________________________________________________________________
__________
2021-2022 Regular Sessions

IN ASSEMBLY
April 7, 2022
___________

Introduced by M. of A. McDONALD -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Real Property Taxation
AN ACT in Relation to Permitting the Oakwood Community Center to
File an Application for a Real Property Tax Exemption
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
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Section 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary,
the assessor of the City of Troy is hereby authorized to accept from
the Oakwood Community Center an application for exemption from real
property taxes pursuant to section 420-a of the real property tax law
for the 2021 & 2022 assessment rolls, for the parcel located in the City
of Troy at 313 Tenth Street, otherwise known as Rensselaer County tax map
section 101.31, block 2, lot 3. If accepted, the application shall be
reviewed as if it had been received on or before the taxable status
dates established for such roll. If satisfied that such organization
would otherwise be entitled to such exemption if such organization had
acquired the subject property and filed an application for exemption by
the appropriate taxable status date, the assessor, upon approval by the
City of Troy City Council, may grant exemption from all taxation and
make appropriate corrections to the subject roll. If such exemption is
granted and such organization therefore shall have paid any tax with
respect to the subject roll, the governing body or tax department may,
in its sole discretion, provide for the refund of those taxes paid and
cancel any taxes, fines, penalties, interest, or tax liens remaining
unpaid.
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in
brackets[ ] is old law to be omitted.
LBD1124901-9

RES66

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule III, Sec 1(f)
BILL NUMBER: A
SPONSOR: McDonald
TITLE OF BILL: An Act in Relation to Permitting the Oakwood Community Center
to File an Application for a Real Property Tax Exemption.
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL:
To authorize Oakwood Community Center to apply for a real property tax
exemption for certain property in the City of Troy, County of Rensselaer.
SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS:
Section 1 authorizes the City of Troy, County of Rensselaer, to accept from
Oakwood Community Center an application for exemption from real property
taxes.
Section 2 provides for an immediate effective date.
JUSTIFICATION:
Located in a historic building at 313 Tenth Street in Troy, Oakwood Community
Center is a welcoming and nurturing space for the diverse residents of Troy
to meet as strangers and become neighbors who care and advocate for each
other. It offers various religious services and community events, including a
Food Pantry every Saturday. It also provides free or low cost meeting/event
space for neighbors and small groups, and supports individuals who want to
develop programming targeted to the neighborhood and would like help with
space, resources or organizational development skills. The organization meets
all of the criteria to receive a real property tax exemption pursuant to RPTL
§ 420-a.
FISCAL IMPLICATION:
None
EFFECTIVE DATE:
Immediately.
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IMPORTANT: READ INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE

HOME RULE REQUEST
(Request by a Local Government for Enactment of a Special Law)
To the Legislature:

City

Pursuant to Article IX of the Constitution, the.............................................................................................................. of
(county, city, town or village)

Troy
xxxxx
Senate bill (no..A.9893
...........................................................................requests the enactment of Assembly
.................................... ),
(name)

(strike out one)

entitled “

.’’
It is hereby declared that a necessity exists for the enactment of such legislation, and that the facts
establishing such necessity are as follows: (Check appropriate box)
✔
The local government does not have the power to enact such legislation by local law.
Other facts, as set forth in the following “Explanation” establish such necessity.
EXPLANATION
(If space below is not sufficient, use separate sheet and attach here)

Such request is made by: (Check appropriate box)
✔ The chief executive officer of such local government, concurred in by a majority of the total membership of the
local legislative body. (See paragraph A below)
The local legislative body of such local government, at least two-thirds of the total membership thereof
having voted in favor of such request. (See paragraph B below)

READ BEFORE SIGNING
A If the request is made by the chief executive officer and concurred in by a majority of the total membership
of the local legislative body, both the chief executive officer and the clerk of the local legislative
body must sign below. In such case use the word “majority’’ below even though the vote may have
been greater.
B. If the request is made by the local legislative body, at least two-thirds of the total membership thereof
having voted in favor of such request, only the clerk of the local legislative body must sign below.
In such case use the words “two-thirds’’ below.
chief executive officer’s signature
(Signed)...........................................................................
(chief executive officer)

Wm. Patrick Madden
...........................................................................
(Print or type name below signature)

Date:............................................,

20..........

Mayor of Troy, New York
...........................................................................
(Title of chief executive officer)

clerk’s certification

Maria DeBonis
City Council
I,.............................................................................,
do hereby certify that I am Clerk of the .......................................
(print or type name)

(local legislative body)

City
............................................................................................... of the ..............................................................................
(county, city, town or village)

Troy
of....................................................................................and
that on the......................... day of .................................... ,
(name)

xxxxx
two-thirds
20____., such legislative body, at least a majority of the total membership having voted in favor thereof,
(strike out one)
approved the foregoing request.

(Signed).............................................................................

(Seal of local
government)

(clerk)

Maria DeBonis
...........................................................................
(Print or type name below signature)

Date:............................................,

20..........
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INSTRUCTIONS
Copies required:
Two signed copies of this form, specifying the final bill number and title must be filed with each House
of the Legislature.
Examples:
(a) If the bill has been introduced in only one House of the Legislature, four copies of the request
form must be filed, i.e., two with the Senate and two with the Assembly.
(b) If the identical bill has been introduced in both Houses, eight copies of the request form must
be filed, i.e., two with the Senate and two with the Assembly for the Senate bill and the same for
the Assembly bill.
Date of request:
The signing of a home rule request or the adoption of a resolution by the local legislative body approving
such request cannot precede the date on which the bill is actually introduced in the Legislature. In the case of
prefiled bills, the actual date of introduction is the first day of the legislative session. The request may be signed
or the resolution adopted the same day as the date of introduction.
Amended bills:
Each time the bill is amended a new request must be filed (with the appropriate number of copies) and the
new request must correctly identify the bill number as last amended. The signing of the request, and the date of
the supporting resolution, cannot precede the date of the amendment.
Transmittal:
The signed forms should be sent as follows:
To the Senate:
Home Rule Counsel
Senate Post Office
208 Legislative Office Building
Albany, N. Y. 12247

To the Assembly:
Home Rule Counsel
Assembly Post Office
210 Legislative Office Building
Albany, N. Y. 12248

Definition of terms:
Chief executive officer.
In the case of a county, the elective or appointive chief executive officer, if there be one, or otherwise the
chairman of the board of supervisors; in the case of a city or village, the mayor (not manager); and in the
case of a town, the supervisor. (Municipal Home Rule Law §40)
Local legislative body.
The board of supervisors, board of aldermen, common council, council, commission, town board, board
of trustees or other elective governing board or body vested by state statute, charter or other law with
jurisdiction to initiate and adopt local laws or ordinances. (Municipal Home Rule Law §2)
Local government.
A county, city, town or village (Const. Art. IX, §3; Municipal Home Rule Law §2)
Special law
A state statute which in terms and in effect applies to one or more, but not all, counties (other than those
wholly included within a city) cities, towns or villages. (Const. Art. IX §3; Municipal Home Rule Law §2)
Total membership.
The total voting power of a legislative body. (Municipal Home Rule Law, § §20, 40)
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IMPORTANT: READ INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE

HOME RULE REQUEST
(Request by a Local Government for Enactment of a Special Law)
To the Legislature:

City

Pursuant to Article IX of the Constitution, the.............................................................................................................. of
(county, city, town or village)

Troy
A.9893
xxxxx
Senate
...........................................................................requests the enactment of Assembly
xxxxx bill (no...................................... ),
(name)

(strike out one)

entitled “

.’’
It is hereby declared that a necessity exists for the enactment of such legislation, and that the facts
establishing such necessity are as follows: (Check appropriate box)
The local government does not have the power to enact such legislation by local law.
Other facts, as set forth in the following “Explanation” establish such necessity.
EXPLANATION
(If space below is not sufficient, use separate sheet and attach here)

Such request is made by: (Check appropriate box)
The chief executive officer of such local government, concurred in by a majority of the total membership of the
local legislative body. (See paragraph A below)
The local legislative body of such local government, at least two-thirds of the total membership thereof
having voted in favor of such request. (See paragraph B below)

READ BEFORE SIGNING
A If the request is made by the chief executive officer and concurred in by a majority of the total membership
of the local legislative body, both the chief executive officer and the clerk of the local legislative
body must sign below. In such case use the word “majority’’ below even though the vote may have
been greater.
B. If the request is made by the local legislative body, at least two-thirds of the total membership thereof
having voted in favor of such request, only the clerk of the local legislative body must sign below.
In such case use the words “two-thirds’’ below.
chief executive officer’s signature
(Signed)...........................................................................
(chief executive officer)

Wm. Patrick Madden
...........................................................................
(Print or type name below signature)

Date:............................................,

20..........

Mayor of Troy, New York
...........................................................................
(Title of chief executive officer)

clerk’s certification

Maria DeBonis
City Council
I,.............................................................................,
do hereby certify that I am Clerk of the .......................................
(print or type name)

(local legislative body)

City
............................................................................................... of the ..............................................................................
(county, city, town or village)

Troy
of....................................................................................and
that on the......................... day of .................................... ,
(name)

xxxxx
two-thirds
20____., such legislative body, at least a majority of the total membership having voted in favor thereof,
(strike out one)
approved the foregoing request.

(Signed).............................................................................

(Seal of local
government)

(clerk)

Maria DeBonis
...........................................................................
(Print or type name below signature)

Date:............................................,

20..........
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INSTRUCTIONS
Copies required:
Two signed copies of this form, specifying the final bill number and title must be filed with each House
of the Legislature.
Examples:
(a) If the bill has been introduced in only one House of the Legislature, four copies of the request
form must be filed, i.e., two with the Senate and two with the Assembly.
(b) If the identical bill has been introduced in both Houses, eight copies of the request form must
be filed, i.e., two with the Senate and two with the Assembly for the Senate bill and the same for
the Assembly bill.
Date of request:
The signing of a home rule request or the adoption of a resolution by the local legislative body approving
such request cannot precede the date on which the bill is actually introduced in the Legislature. In the case of
prefiled bills, the actual date of introduction is the first day of the legislative session. The request may be signed
or the resolution adopted the same day as the date of introduction.
Amended bills:
Each time the bill is amended a new request must be filed (with the appropriate number of copies) and the
new request must correctly identify the bill number as last amended. The signing of the request, and the date of
the supporting resolution, cannot precede the date of the amendment.
Transmittal:
The signed forms should be sent as follows:
To the Senate:
Home Rule Counsel
Senate Post Office
208 Legislative Office Building
Albany, N. Y. 12247

To the Assembly:
Home Rule Counsel
Assembly Post Office
210 Legislative Office Building
Albany, N. Y. 12248

Definition of terms:
Chief executive officer.
In the case of a county, the elective or appointive chief executive officer, if there be one, or otherwise the
chairman of the board of supervisors; in the case of a city or village, the mayor (not manager); and in the
case of a town, the supervisor. (Municipal Home Rule Law §40)
Local legislative body.
The board of supervisors, board of aldermen, common council, council, commission, town board, board
of trustees or other elective governing board or body vested by state statute, charter or other law with
jurisdiction to initiate and adopt local laws or ordinances. (Municipal Home Rule Law §2)
Local government.
A county, city, town or village (Const. Art. IX, §3; Municipal Home Rule Law §2)
Special law
A state statute which in terms and in effect applies to one or more, but not all, counties (other than those
wholly included within a city) cities, towns or villages. (Const. Art. IX §3; Municipal Home Rule Law §2)
Total membership.
The total voting power of a legislative body. (Municipal Home Rule Law, § §20, 40)

